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1. The casein production of the Central Association of Latvien Dairy Farmers was
processed by the "Abtelung" Chemical Factory, a part of the Asscciation. The
buildings of the Assoclation were at Valmieras Strasse #2 on the eastern out-
skirts of Riga along the north side of the Rigae-Cesis-Valka rajlroad, approxl-
mately four blocks northeast of the main railroad station in Riga and one or
two miles southwest of the mein Latvian prison. The ceseln plant wes formerly
the Foenix Wagon Factory, partially destroyed in World War I. All of the
puildings of the Associetion were dark brick except the dairy itself, which
was concrete and stone, painted white. The floors of these bulldings were
soncrete except those used for buresus {offices) whose floors were wood=-covercd.
Water and electricity for operation of this drir nome from the municipal
Facilities. [See Enclogyre (A) and (B) with legends, rough sketches of plant
layout and {loor plans ? )

2, The casein plant begen operation in these guarters in 1936 end gradually
ineressed in importance until 1ts revenuves surpassed those from the sales of
all other dairy products. From TO to 150 workers were employed by the caseln
plant, with the larger number working in sumer when more milk was produced.
Bight-hour shifts worked arcund the clock in eunmers to process the milk. Even
then the excess supply had to be stored in a huge ice house by the Davgava River
or in the plant basement where there were refrigeration facilities.

3 The processing of the cesein was the usual drying, testing for water and ash
content, grinding, washing, mixing and tresting for color end quality, end
sheping in plates, sticks, or other forms for sale or use. The primery uses

© for this product were in glue, matches, arbificial horn for buttons, combs,
etec; also, for uses compersble to US plestics - toys, for instence. The flav
of the product wes the typicel one - it cracked when exposed to rapid changes
of temperature.

4, After the Soviet Hccupation of 1940 few chenges were mede in the processing
of the casein, but the output wae diverted to the USSR by the Communist
suthorities and ever increasing quotas were lmposed. Failure to meet these
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quotas brought gccusa‘lﬁic‘ms of éaboteges After the occupation by the Germans
in 1941 the quote system was discaxded, but the Germans took the cutput of the
plant. A portion of this cesein was used by them as & Tood base, for puddings,

ete.

5. Research in the plant during World War IT wss devoted not only to developing
further or better uses for cesein products; but also to discovering substitutes
to supplement deiry productss, Experiments were cerried on with "Kieldshl" teste
to determine the food values of the shell portion of vheat, oat end barley grains.
These tests indicated high. vitsmin content in this part of the grain. During
World War II work was conducted to find s yellow butter dye that could be made
s Latvia and not have to be imported. Also painfts were tested to increase their
durability end experiments made to find substitubes for soap, which was scaxce
during th: World War .I1 years.
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ENCLOSURE (A): Iayout of;suilaingéﬁbé”ceﬁtfai”hbs85&3ﬁioﬁfofﬂﬁa£Viaﬁ?ﬁa&ry4*
o umt, coFarmers g Riga, Latvie with legend .
(B): Flocr plans of "Abtelung" Chemical (Casein) Factory with legend
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Map of lLayout of Buildings of Central
Association of Latvian Dairy Farmers
Riga, Latvia
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FLOOR PLANS OF ABTELUNG CHEMICAL (CASEIN) FACTORY OF CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF
LATVIAN DAIRY FARMERS, RIGA, LATVIA

Elevator
Stairway

Smokestack
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Director's office
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Men's toilet

Women's toilet

Men's dressing room
Women's dressing room
Laundry
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Room for washing and grinding fresh casein
Hole for lowering and raising casein to be

- Roonm for experimental uses (cutting
shaping, ete) of casein,
Room for manufacture of artificial horn

Room containing steam heating units
Room containing casein drying machines

lLaboratory for analysis of milk, caseih, ete,
Fractional distillation room, produced amil

Experimental room for testing dyes, soaps, paints
Room for shelf drying casein artifiecial horn
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In addition there was a single room on the third floor
above "D"#I" and “R" which was used by designers who

drew and laid out new projects.

There was no second floor above rooms U, V, and Z
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